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with periodic reports regarding the compli-
ance of Albania, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan
with these emigration standards.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 8.

Memorandum on the Palestine
Liberation Organization
December 5, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–8

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver and Certification of Statutory
Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under section 539(d) of the Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1998, Public Law
105–118, I hereby determine and certify that
it is important to the national security inter-
ests of the United States to waive the provi-
sions of section 1003 of the Anti-Terrorism
Act of 1987, Public Law 100–204, through
June 4, 1998.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress and
to publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 8.

Letter to Shelia Davis Lawrence
December 8, 1997

It is with a deep sense of personal sadness
that I received your letter this afternoon. I
will of course ensure that the Department
of Defense accommodates your wishes.

I will always remember Larry for his
friendship and for his service to his commu-

nity and our country. And I will never forget
Larry’s remarkable success as a businessman,
his generosity as a philanthropist and his skill
as a diplomat.

I know this has been a difficult time for
you and I sincerely hope that you find peace
in the days ahead.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Statement on the Death of
Jeanette E. Rockefeller
December 9, 1997

Hillary joins me in extending our condo-
lences to the family of the late Jeanette E.
Rockefeller, who died yesterday at the age
of 79. As the wife of former Governor Win-
throp Rockefeller, she was a pioneering First
Lady of Arkansas, helping her former hus-
band bring the ‘‘New South’’ to our State and
leading women into the mainstream of politi-
cal and public life. She spearheaded edu-
cation and cultural outreach across the State
through the Arkansas Arts Center. As a tire-
less campaigner, Mrs. Rockefeller was a
strong voice against discrimination, with an
uncanny ability to relate to the common man
and woman. And, at a particularly tense time
in the wake of Martin Luther King’s assas-
sination, she organized a memorial service in
his honor on the steps of the State Capitol.

The people of Arkansas have lost a true
and valued friend.

Statement on the 40th Anniversary of
the Department of Justice Civil
Rights Division
December 9, 1997

I congratulate the Civil Rights Division of
the Department of Justice on its 40th anni-
versary. For 40 years, the Civil Rights Divi-
sion has protected the American dream for
all our people. By diligently and faithfully en-
forcing our civil rights laws, the lawyers and
members of this division have helped all of
us live closer to the ideals that lie at the heart
of that dream—freedom and equality of op-
portunity to work, to learn, to live, and to
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raise our children in communities where they
can thrive and grow.

Today, the task of fulfilling the promise
of our civil rights laws, of keeping the Amer-
ican dream alive for all citizens is far from
over. That is why I have nominated an emi-
nently qualified person to lead this division
into the 21st century. Bill Lann Lee has lived
the American dream, and he has dedicated
his life to making the dream come alive for
all Americans. Bill Lann Lee deserves to be
America’s next Assistant Attorney General
for Civil Rights.

Proclamation 7059—Human Rights
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human
Rights Week, 1997
December 9, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Human rights are the cornerstone of

American democracy. The founders of our
democracy, in their wisdom, recognized the
inherent dignity of every human being and
enshrined in the Bill of Rights our profound
commitment to freedom of speech, religion,
and assembly and the right to due process
and a fair trial. Through more than two cen-
turies of challenge and change, these guiding
principles have sustained us. They form the
common ground on which our racial, reli-
gious, and ethnic diversity can flourish.

It is a measure of our greatness as a Nation
that each new generation of Americans has
sought to advance and extend the rights set
forth by Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration
of Independence and by the framers of our
Constitution. Promoting human rights and
democracy around the world is a central pil-
lar of our foreign policy. We seek to protect
and advance human rights for all, not only
because a world that respects such rights will
be freer, safer, and more prosperous, but also
so that we may keep faith with the vision
of our founders, who knew that these rights
are the deepest reflection of America’s fun-
damental values.

This week marks the beginning of the
world’s celebration of the 50th anniversary
year of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights. The adoption of this set of principles
by the United Nations on December 10,
1948, was a landmark event in the course
of modern human history. The Declaration
represented a collective condemnation by
nearly 50 U.N. member states of the wide-
spread and devastating human rights abuses
committed prior to and during World War
II, and it reflected a consensus on what the
postwar world should seek to become.
Among the Declaration’s 30 articles are affir-
mations of the right to life, liberty, and per-
sonal security; the right to freedom of
thought, religion, and expression; and the
right to freedom from slavery, torture, and
arbitrary arrest and detention.

It was fitting that a great American, Elea-
nor Roosevelt, played a pivotal role in the
development of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which so closely reflected the
tenets of our own Bill of Rights. As Chair
of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights,
she led the efforts of its 18 members to de-
fine basic rights and freedoms and to draft
the international affirmation of rights that
was ultimately adopted by the General As-
sembly. Today, thanks to those efforts, scores
of countries across the globe have incor-
porated these fundamental principles into
their laws and practices, and millions of peo-
ple are leading freer, happier, and more ful-
filling lives.

Now our challenge is to reaffirm the uni-
versality of these precepts and to ensure that
all the world’s peoples share in their protec-
tions. While we have made great progress in
this endeavor, we must recognize that intol-
erance, discrimination, and persecution con-
tinue to darken our vision of a better future.
Each of us has a part to play in upholding
human rights for men and women of all polit-
ical, ethnic, religious, and racial backgrounds.
The words of Eleanor Roosevelt are both an
inspiration and a challenge, not only to
Americans, but also to citizens throughout
the international community: ‘‘The destiny of
human rights is in the hands of all of our
citizens and all of our communities.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 10,
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